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THE 


Deplorable GASE 


Of great Numbers of Sffering Subjefs, concerned in the 
Ships and Veſſels employed in Their Majeſties 
T ranſport-Service : 


Humbly Offerred to the 


High COURT of PARLIAMENT 
Now Aſſmbled. 


N the beginning of the Year 1689. many Ships and Veſſels were hired into their 
Majeſties Service, to carry their Majeſties Land-Forces, with Arms, Ammuni- 
tion, Stores and Proviſions for Ireland, in order to the reducing thereof ; none 
departing the ſaid Service, until diſcharged by their Majeſties Officers, or loſt 
inthe Service, andothers of them are ſtill continued in the ſame ro this very day. 

Several of the Maſters and Mariners of theſe Ships have died in this Service, through 
the Hardſhips which they have undergone therein. 

It has been the Unhappineſs of the Maſters, Owners and Proprietors, That after their 
Ships were hired they were called by the Name of TR AN SPOR T-SHIP'S, 
(although ſeveral of rhem taken up by the Navy and Ordnance) whereby they have 
been denied the Benefit of any Money hitherto given for Payment ot rhe Navy and 
Army ; whereunto they were juſtly intitled (as wy are advis'd.) So that the Owners 
and Proprietors of moſt of the Ships which are diſcharged the Service, have received 
very little of the Money due unto them for the ſame, more than a ſmall matter called 
Impreſt Money ; paid to ſome few for one Month, to others for a Fortnight, bur to 
many nothing at all. 

Thoſe Ships alſo that are ſtill continued in the Service have likewiſe received only 
ſome ſmall Impreſt Money, with a very little more, towards Subliftence, and moſt of 
that in Tallies upon the Fond of rhe double Ninepences Exciſe payable after Nine Hun- 
dred and Sixty Thouſand Pounds ; which, through the preſſing Neceſlities of the Ma- 

- iters and Owners, they have been conſtrained to reccive and turn into ready Money at 
a very great Lols. 

Thele unhappy and unexpeCted Diſappointments have proved very fatal to moſt of 
the Owners and Proprietors, therein concerned ; in that they have not only expended 
their ready Money, but contraQted very many great Debts, in victualling their Ships,and 
paying their Seamens Wages, as far as they could. Several of them having been arreſted 
and impriſoned for the Debts contracted 1n this Service; and their Wives and Children 
thereby reduced to very great Neceſlities, and ſome to a begging Condition. Several 
of the Ships have alſo been arreſted and condemned by the Seamen for Wages due, and 
others lying in a periſhing Condition, for want of Money to repair them, tothe utter 
diſabling of them in the way of their Trades. Apgd this is the more deplorable, that 
in a greater or leſſer degree, it is the Caſe of all the Sea-Ports of this Kingdom,even from 
Whitehaven to Berwick upon Tweed, The Summ total yer due, upon account of this 
Service, by the neareſt Computation, being betwixt Three and Four Hundred Thou- 
{and Pounds. 

And whereas it has been ſuggeſted, That his Majeſty has been abuſed in the Ton- 
nage or Burthen of the Ships and Veſſels imployed ia this Service; the Owners have 
{ubmirted their Ships ro an Admeaſurement, in obedience to his Majeſties Patent gran- 
ted to M*® John Bowlesfor that purpoſe ; whereby it appears, that as there are ſeveral of 
their Ships that do under-meaſure, ſo there are many that do over-meaſure confidera- 
bly. Moreover, many of thoſe their Ships, as well Engliſh as Forreign built, that 
have under-meaſured, do really carry the Tonnage for which the Maſters hired them 
into this Service ; as it appears by the Cuſtom-Houle Books, that they have all along 
paid the King's Cuſtoms for ſo much Tonnage as they are lett for, if not more. 


